Lung cancer risk in past asbestos workers a few decades after exposure cessation and prospects for screening.
To ascertain whether the current risk of lung cancer in former asbestos workers was higher than in the general population, 1,557 past asbestos workers were recruited during statutory health examinations (from 2000 onward) and followed up for mortality. Standardized mortality ratios (SMRs) were calculated. Poisson regression was used to adjust the rate ratios (RRs) for confounders. SMR was about 1.00 in workers with or without pleural plaques and 4.62 (95% confidence interval: 0.61-18.1) in those with asbestosis. Adjusted RRs for lung cancer were 4.70 (0.99-22.5) for asbestosis, 4.35 (0.97-19.5) for former smokers, 6.82 (1.38-34.4) for current smokers. Currently, lung cancer mortality in past asbestos workers is similar to the general population, probably because workers more exposed /more susceptible could have died from lung cancer before the beginning of follow-up.